
Minutes of Tamalpa Board Meeting 
September 8, 2014 
 
Members Present: Mike Holland, Ken Grebenstein, Rob Spinosa, Jim Myers, Kathy 
Johnson, Lillie O’Reilly, Ana Braga-Levaggi, Bruce Benter, Tim Fitzpatrick, Bill Neer, 
Ed Corral, Mark Stevens 
 
  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. The Agenda for the meeting was reviewed 
and approved. John Stauffer had sent an e-mail to the Board, citing an extremely busy 
personal schedule in his decision to not be a candidate for the new Board convening next 
month. 
 
  Lillie presented the Membership Report, with 679 current members from 478 
households. There were 31 renewed memberships, seven new members, and 35 
memberships which had lapsed in the past month.  
 
  Rob’s Treasurer’s Report noted that final receipts from the Marin Memorial Day Races 
have been received from Dave Ripp. There were a few incidental notes in 
accompaniment, but overall things were in balance. Rob briefly reviewed the monthly 
Club statement with the usual summary observations. 
 
  Tim offered a review of the recent Headlands 50-K, which proved very successful once 
again. He praised all of the volunteer help and the execution of countless details with 
very few significant glitches. He acknowledged that concerns have been expressed 
regarding keeping the course open too late in the day for slower runners. He emphasized 
the special qualities that the slower runners bring to the event, and that their exclusion 
could alter the friendly nature of what has been a very successful race. Tamalpa intends 
to submit a bid to host the 2015 National 50-K Championship on the Headlands course, 
though it’s unclear yet what the expense commitments will be for prize money. A formal 
motion to seek the 2015 bid was passed unanimously. 
 
  Ken reported that Dave Ripp and David Bronstein will serve as co-Race Directors for 
the John Lawson Challenge in October on the traditional China Camp course. Kelly 
Lawson has donated $500 to purchase beer mugs for all competitors. 
 
  Mike gave a brief overview of the remaining TCRS events for 2014, and clarified that 
he will not be TCRS Director for 2015. Ken will be procuring a GGNRA permit for the 
January TCRS at Tennessee Valley. 
 
  Kathy reported on some research regarding how other area running clubs present their 
newsletter to members. A trend seems to be for issues to be increasingly on-line, with 
some options for a purchased printed copy. Some are offered monthly, some are 
quarterly. Emphasis was placed on a careful transition process that allows for continuing 
printed copies until a firm on-line version has been established. The role of the Tamalpa 
website, and its re-design and updating, play a related role to the Gazette, and clear 
coordination is needed. Members expressed strong sentiments about not taking big risks 



with the status quo. Kathy motioned that the next Gazette should not be published until a 
Board committee had reviewed it, due to concerns about certain items being upsetting to 
some members. Ken seconded the motion, and it passed with one “No” vote and two 
abstentions. Kathy will compose a letter for Board approval regarding a Club apology for 
certain content in the July Gazette, with the letter to be published in the next Gazette if 
approved by the Board. Mike agreed to communicate with Dave Waco regarding the 
issues in question involving the Gazette. 
 
  In Executive Session (Board members only), Tim presented a report from the 
Nominating Committee regarding a slate of candidates for the October Tamalpa 
elections. There was an emphasis on freshness, but also stability. Six or seven current 
Board members appear likely to be candidates for re-election, and it is hoped that a 
similar number of new candidates will also be presented. Tim offered a two-tier list of 
potential new candidates that he and John Catts will approach, with an intention to not go 
further down the list than is necessary to comprise a solid new Board. A balance of males 
and females was an intended part of the composition. The slate of candidates will be 
presented at the beginning of the October 6 meeting. A vote will be conducted, and a new 
Tamalpa Board will then direct formal business for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Myers 
 


